E

yelids protect the eyeball and by spreading the tears during blinking keep the surface of the eye moist. Dryness
causes a sensation of grittiness and discomfort but when severe will cause blurring of vision. Reflex tearing due
to dry areas on the eye compounds the problem. Tearing can also result from a variety of problems affecting the
lacrimal drainage and tear flow. Abnormal inward rotation of the lid whether outward (ectropion) or inward
(entropion) can irritate the ocular surface. Infections of the skin (Blepharitis) of the lids can also irritate the eye. If the
infection goes into the glands around the lashes (Hordeolum or Stye), swelling and pain develop. The infection may
resolve eventually but at times the pus hardens into a painless nodule in the lid (Chalazion). Trauma, congenital
abnormalities and others can produce drooping of the eyelid with loss of the lid fold (Ptosis). Aging causes generalized
sagging of the skin and the fat pads of the eyelids as in other parts of the body (Dermatochalasia).
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